CURRICULUM VITAE
1. PERSONAL DATA
SURNAME: Kondowe
MAIDEN NAME: Nsewa
FIRST NAME: Maureen
MARITAL STATUS: Married with daughter aged 17 and son aged 12
AGE: 43
2. CONTACT DETAILS
            ADDRESS: Konsewa Law Consulting
                             2nd Floor

                             EBC House, Opposite Area 3 Total Filling Station

                             Mandala Road

                             P.O. Box 31704

                             Capital City

                             Lilongwe 3     

                             MALAWI
TELEPHONE: +265 999 389 832/+265 111 743 472
EMAIL: maureenkondowe@yahoo.com/konsewalaw@gmail.com
SKYPE: maureen.kondowe

3. PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
LLM (International Trade Law), University of Essex, United Kingdom, 2000

LLB (Hons) University of Malawi, 1996

4. EMPLOYMENT RECORD
4.1 Current Status: Self-employed, Senior Partner, Konsewa Law Consulting

Duties: 

(i) Managing the financial, human resource, administrative and litigation requirements of the firm

(ii) Advising individual, corporate and communal clients on their legal problems, their legal and cost implications and offering them timely, appropriate and cost-effective solutions

(iii) Conducting book and online legal research into any areas of law that affect clients’ legal problems

(iv) Writing well-reasoned out legal opinions based on areas of the law that clients consult about

(v) Drafting relevant and applicable court and non-court documents as instructed by clients

(vi) Vetting documents such as commercial and employment contracts, memoranda of understanding, sale agreements and joint venture agreements 

(vii) Initiating and conducting litigation before the Supreme Court of Appeal, the High Court of Malawi, the Industrial Relations Court and magistrate courts on behalf of clients

Employer: Wilson and Morgan
 Capacity: Legal Practitioner

Duration: June 1, 2005 to June 30, 2010
Duties: 

(i) Advising individual, corporate and communal clients on their legal problems, their legal and cost implications and offering them timely, appropriate and cost-effective solutions

(ii) Conducting book and online legal research into any areas of law that affect clients’ legal problems

(iii) Writing well-reasoned out legal opinions based on areas of the law that clients consult about

(iv) Drafting relevant and applicable court and non-court documents as instructed by clients

(v) Vetting documents such as commercial and employment contracts, memoranda of understanding, sale agreements and joint venture agreements 

(vi) Initiating and conducting litigation before the Supreme Court of Appeal, the High Court of Malawi, the Industrial Relations Court and magistrate courts on behalf of clients

4.2 Employer: Malawi Law Commission
Capacity: Law Reform Officer

Duration: May 1, 2001 to May 2002
Duties: 

(i) Selecting and getting Law Commissioners appointed

(ii) Undertaking book and online legal research into laws and policies under review on behalf of Law Commissioners

(iii) Thinking through programmes proposed for law and policy review and their subsequent reform form inception to completion.

(iv) Recording the proceedings of meetings held by Law Commissioners

(v) Liaising and consulting with stakeholders concerned with areas of law and policy under review

(vi) Receiving submissions for law reform from members of the general public on behalf of Law Commissioners

(vii) Writing law reform proposal reports 

4.3 Employer: University of Malawi, Faculty of Law

Capacity: Assistant Lecturer in Law 

Duration: June 1997 to December 2000

Duties:

(i) Lecturing to undergraduate law students in Commercial Law, the Law of Trusts and Family Law

(ii) Conducting book, field and online legal research 

(iii) Supervising dissertations

(iv) Representing the Faculty of Law in University meetings and Committees as assigned

(v) Carrying out administrative duties as assigned by either the Dean of the Faculty or the Head of Department

5. COMMERCIAL LAW WORK
· Have litigated in the High Court of Malawi on irrevocable letters of credit issues. 

· Have registered trademarks on behalf of some corporate clients and advised generally on the trademarks law of Malawi.

· Have successfully defended a case in which an important and platinum corporate client was sued for an alleged debt in a transaction in which the African Import-Export Bank (Afrexim) was involved. Afrexim is a multilateral financial institution based in Cairo, Egypt that was created under the provisions of the Agreement for the Establishment of the African Export-Import Bank.

· Have advised on and set up ventures that are foreign and came to invest here. Advisory services centred on Malawi investment law as applied and implemented by the Malawi Investment and Trade Centre (MITC) and the Department of Immigration, regulatory framework issues relating to Malawi Energy Regulatory Authority (MERA), National Construction Industry Council (NCIC) and Reserve Bank of Malawi. 
· Have conducted an audit of the Malawi financial services law on behalf of a counterpart law firm based in Geneva, Switzerland.

· Have cooperated with and worked with a counterpart law firm based in London on an international carriage of goods contract litigation.
· Have actually drafted and vetted numerous existing drafts of contracts for the supply and sale of goods and services, employment agreements, shareholder agreements, joint venture agreements and sale of business agreements.
· Have worked for and on behalf of a Franchisee whose franchise agreement with Chickenland (Proprietary) Limited t/a Nando’s was renewed but suddenly terminated.

6. MEDIATION WORK
Have successfully acted as mediator in helping disputing parties amicably resolve their disputes in numerous High Court cases

7. BOARD MEMBERSHIPS
Currently serving as Vice President for Southern Africa on the Executive Committee for Pan African Lawyers Union (PALU) a gathering of Law Societies, Bar Councils and Bar Associations and individual lawyers on the African Continent. PALU works closely with the African Union, the African Commission and the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights

Served as a Board Member for Air Cargo Malawi Limited, an air cargo transportation company
Served as Board Member for Blue Zone Limited, a company operating in the water supply industry in Malawi, Mozambique and Holland

Served as an Executive Committee Member for SADC Lawyers Association

8. PROFESSIONAL BODIES MEMBERSHIP
(i) Member of the Malawi Law Society-Former Honorary Secretary and Vice President

(ii) Individual Member-SADC Lawyers Association(Pretoria)

(iii) Planning to join the International Trademarks Association this year

9. INTERNATIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOPS FACILITATION WORK
Have facilitated numerous public interest litigation training workshops on the themes of human rights, rule of law, access to justice, administration of justice and constitutionalism for Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights and the SADC Lawyers Association. This has been done in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Republic of South Africa, Namibia, Mozambique, Kingdom of Swaziland and Botswana.

10. PUBLICATIONS
Contributed a Chapter entitled “Enforcing Women’s Rights in Malawi” to the book In Search of Equality: Women, the Law and Society in Africa (Cape Town University Press) (2014)

Co-authored the Report entitled An Analysis of the Electoral Legal Environment for the 2013 Zimbabwean Harmonized Elections (SADC Lawyers Association) (2013) accessible on www.sadcla.org 

Co-authored the book entitled In Search of Justice: Women and the Administration of Justice in Malawi (WLSA-Malawi Chapter) (2000)

11. REFEREE
Mr Arthur Alick Passwell Msowoya
Wilson and Morgan

P.O. Box 527

BLANTYRE

Telephone: +265 1 820 988

Mobile Phone: +265 888 207 073

Fax: +265 1 822 993

Email: aamsowoya@wilsonmorganmw.com
